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 1 
Present Members: Robin Harvey, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Jenny Garneau, Timothy Lepore, 2 

Helene Blair. 3 

Absent: Student Council Representative Carly Jensen.  4 

 5 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00PM in the Nantucket High School Cafeteria.  6 

 7 

A moment of silence was held in recognition of the passing of a pre-school student.  8 

 9 

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Timothy Lepore. Melissa Bonvini Murphy 10 

seconded. The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee.   11 

 12 

Presentations and discussions of issues of interest to the Committee: 13 

Nantucket High School Presentation, Colin Carr – Energy Kiosks 14 
Colin Carr’s project is to provide energy kiosks to make the community aware of the use and 15 

advantage of energy projects, including the wind turbine. Colin’s idea is to have the kiosks in 16 

public places such as public schools, town municipal buildings and the airport. The kiosks would 17 

be plugged-in and connected to the Internet. His presentation consisted of the design and 18 

information to be used in the kiosks. Colin served as a student representative on the High School 19 

Wind Turbine Project Team for two years and started the club Students for Sustainability. There 20 

will be no installation or maintenance costs for the School to have these kiosks. The kiosk would 21 

be funded by companies developing solar farms for the Town of Nantucket.  22 

 23 

Colin would like the permission of the Nantucket School Committee to promote the concept. 24 

Timothy Lepore stated this is a great opportunity to educate the community on the advantages of 25 

wind turbine energy as well as actual percentages of energy generated by wind turbines around 26 

the island. Melissa Bonvini Murphy suggested that information for tourists be added to the kiosk 27 

information page and added that this is a great concept.  28 

 29 

Autism Speaks, Kim Horyn 30 
Kim reminded the public that April is national Autism month and April 2

nd
 is national Autism 31 

Day.  Autism is a growing world-wide concern and landmarks around the world will light-up in 32 

blue to show support on April 2
nd

. Kim is asking that community members and NPS faculty wear 33 

blue on April 1
st
 to honor Autism Awareness day. Autism Speaks’ goals are to increase autism 34 

awareness, provide family service programs and advocate for children and parents affected by 35 

autism. She displayed several toolkits that help parents, teachers and others better understand 36 

autism and the many variations found on the spectrum, such as Asperger’s.  She noted that one in 37 

110 children and one in 70 boys are affected by autism.   38 

 39 

Student Support Services Update – Nancy Miller 40 
Nancy presented the School Committee with an update in October and will provide another in 41 

May or June. She noted that there is always some fluctuation in enrollment numbers from month 42 

to month, as students may move in our out of our system. There are currently nine students in 43 

out-of-district placements; one less than we had in October. We have two students in institutional 44 

settings, placed by a state agency (i.e. Correctional Facility). Decisions for students in out-of-45 

district placement were made by a team, because we cannot meet their significant needs. There 46 
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are forty-three students on ADA/504 Accommodation plans. These students have not been 47 

identified as educationally handicapped, but may have a disability that can be addressed by 48 

accommodations in the classroom. IEP and ADA/504 Accommodation plan students both have 49 

disabilities and rights under the law. Children on IEP’s are provided with specialized instruction. 50 

ADA/504 accommodation students are students who need special accommodations due to 51 

physical impairment. This gives them access to the curriculum; for example extended time for 52 

testing or classroom seating as well as classroom access and school activities.  53 

 54 

Nancy stated Pathways Preschool expanded preschool programming including 2-day programs 55 

for students ages 3.0 to 3.9. Nancy gave Katy Horgan credit for this expansion which has added 56 

more hours of instruction for these children. Special needs staff are assisting in-district 57 

professional development and an additional two areas including Social Thinking and Effective 58 

Strategies.  59 

 60 

Since October we have had 41 referrals to Social Work for a current total of 51 referrals. NPS is 61 

using grant funding for this. Recommendations may be made through assessments including 62 

home/school consultation, networking, direct services, and agency linkages. Two students are 63 

considered homeless, currently receiving foster care through the McKinney-Vento legislation. 64 

There are two students receiving home-based instruction due to significant illness. Helene Blair 65 

spoke about the importance of confidentiality in these cases. There was a discussion about social 66 

workers in the district. Nancy stated there are currently two social workers employed by the 67 

district (through Behavioral Health, but due to staff shortages we have not consistently received 68 

these services). They are needed because they help resolve student emotional/psychological 69 

issues or home-based issues allowing a student to receive an education without interruption. 70 

Melissa Bonvini Murphy asked that the special needs student numbers from each school be 71 

reflected in the next update.             72 

 73 

Comments from the Public 74 
There were no comments from the Public.  75 

 76 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken: 77 
A motion to approve the transfers and invoices was made by Timothy Lepore. Robin Harvey 78 

seconded. The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee.  79 

 80 

A motion to approve the minutes of March 1, 2011 was made by Melissa Bonvini Murphy. 81 

Helene Blair seconded. The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 82 

 83 

John Buckey explained a field trip request was related to a heritage class begun by Spanish 84 

speaking students last year. Ms. Echeverria will be heading this trip to NYC to El Repertorio 85 

Espanol, a Hispanic heritage theater.  A motion to approve the overnight field trip to El 86 

Repertorio Espaniol was made by Helene Blair. Robin Harvey seconded. The motion was 87 

approved by a vote of the Committee.  88 

 89 

 90 

 91 

 92 
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2011-2012 School Calendar - Mr. Cozort shared there were a few minor changes in this final 93 

draft. November 23, 2011 will be a half day, and President’s Day will still be recognized as a 94 

holiday.   With these changes, June 19, 2012 would be the expected last day of school with room 95 

for three snow days without going into the next week in June. We will begin to develop the 96 

2012-2013 calendar next.  97 

 98 

A motion to approve the 2011 – 2012 district calendar was made by Helene Blair. Melissa 99 

Bonvini Murphy seconded. The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee.  100 

 101 
Superintendent’s Report: 102 

On the Horizon –   103 

Mr. Cozort said the Transportation Services contract will be presented to the Committee once it 104 

is completed. On March 22, 2011 we will meet at 5 pm in the NHS Cafeteria for the review of 105 

the Superintendent by the School Committee. On April 5, 2011 we will have a CPS school 106 

presentation and an enrollment update. Youth Risk behavior survey results may not be ready. 107 

John Buckey will report on College Acceptances. Mr. Cozort hopes to present the DESE 108 

accountability report as well. Mr. Cozort stated that an administration goal for next year is to 109 

present monthly reports to the Committee in each of the academic subject areas such as Math, 110 

English, Science and Social Studies. Robin Harvey asked for reports on articulation of 111 

curriculum and transitioning of students from building to building as well. Mr. Cozort stated 112 

articulation of curriculum is better than it was five years ago, due to the state frameworks. 113 

However, school systems must always monitor to ensure the appropriate scaffolding of subjects 114 

without unnecessary redundancy.  Jenny Garneau and Melissa Murphy stated these reports are 115 

important to School Committee members to keep them informed as community representatives.        116 

 117 

Sub Committee/Work Group Liaison Reports and Acknowledgements:  118 
There were no Sub Committee/Work Group Liaison Reports.   119 

 120 

Robin Harvey asked about the endorsement of Colin Carr’s kiosk project. Melissa Murphy 121 

suggested as Colin’s project moves forward, the Committee can review it again when it is ready 122 

and will then endorse it.  123 

 124 

There is a 4pm executive session meeting on March 29, 2011 requested by Libby Gibson. The 125 

next School Committee meeting will be on April 5, 2011 at 6PM in the NHS Café.    126 

 127 

A motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting was made by Timothy Lepore. Melissa 128 

Murphy seconded.  The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee.    129 

 130 

Meeting adjourned at 7:11PM 131 
Respectfully submitted,  132 

Aida Solano, School Committee Clerk  133 


